PEACE TALKS

801 Maple Grove Drive, Fredericksburg, VA 22407
aj FROM THE
\%z PASTOR

Spring officially arrives this month. I'm glad to see you
all digging out from the snow and getting back to
church. We have missed each other!

During March I will continue with my Lenten sermons
series entitled "Questions of Jesus." Often we have
heard people say "Jesus is the answer." In this series I
hope to discover some of the "questions." In each case
we’ll find that the "questions of Jesus" are questions
asked of us.

On March 7" the question is"why should it use up the
soil?" The text I'll be working with is Luke 13:1-9. The
problem is what to do with a tree that uses up scarce
nutrients but yields no fruit. The orchard owner says
"chop it down." The gardener says fertilize, loosen the
soil and give it more time. The point: for individuals
and nation, the clock is ticking.

On March 14““, which is Girl Scout Sunday, the text of
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-21 is going to be recast, rephrased as
"The Parable of the prodigal DAUGHTER." I expect
that this will be a fresh look at this classic parable
teaching of God’s grace, and ask, "where do I fit into
this story?"

At noon on the 14th, the United Methodist Women will
serve a "Spud Sunday" after-church dinner. This is a
Saint Patrick’s Day/mission fund raiser tradition for the
UMW. All are invited to this yammy hot dinner.

On March 21* the text is John 12:1-8 (Jesus anointed at
Bethany) and the question Judas asks Jesus is "why
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the
poor?" The question for us will be "what best honors the
One who would die for us?"

March 28", Palm Sunday, will bring a dramatic re-
enactment of the triumphal entry (Luke 19:28-40)
featuring our drama group and the choir. The question,
'Why are we untying it?' "The Lord needs it.' " The
question for us will be "what does the Lord need?"

(540) 786-8585

Rev. W. David Erickson March 2010

At 9:45AM Palm Sunday we will have an Easter Egg
hunt. Children should bring baskets.

On April 1%, Holy Thursday at 7:30 p.m., we’ll read of
Jesus washing the Disciple’s feet (John 13:1-17, 31b-
35). The question for us, and the title of the meditation
will be found in the question Jesus asked: "do you
understand what I’ve done for you?" As we ask that
question - we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

On April 2, Good Friday at 7:30 p.m., we will hear
Jesus ask "Why are you sleeping?" (Luke 22:14-23:56).

On Easter morning, weather permitting, we will meet
outside in the chapel at 6:30AM for an Easter Sunrise
Service. The text will be "He is not here. He is risen."
(Luke 24:1-12). The Jesus question asked of Mary is, of
course, "Why do you look for the living among the
dead?

Following the Sunrise Service we will have a delicious
hot breakfast in Burgess Hall. The Men will do the
cooking.

At 8:45 AM and 11 AM the text will be "Why are you
crying?" (John 20:1-18). In this marvelous Easter
witness Mary, thinking the Risen Lord was the
gardner,inquires through her tears, "Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and
I will get him."

Pastor David Erickson
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amily  Oyr sympathies to the families of
Alice Loprete and Gayle Munkacsy who lost their
mother Hazel Willis on Tuesday, February 16, 2010.
Our hearts and prayers go out to the families.

Prayer List

Please leave Prayer requests on the secretary’s desk, or
prayer concerns may be put on the Peace website
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Chareh Eamdly  Qur sympathies to Jeanne Bennett
who lost her husband Bill on Wednesday, January 27,
2010. Five years ago Jeanne and Bill left Peace to
move north to be closer to their children.
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S’NOW THANKS

A big Thank You to Tommy Westbrook, the Witmer

men and Steve Harley for voluntarily shoveling our

church sidewalks during our various snow storms!
and to

Jim Snelson who has volunteered his time and

equipment to come in every time it has snowed to

plow our parking lot and driveways.

Thanks to all of the wonderful folks at Peace for your
prayers and thoughts. Also, thank you for visiting me in
the hospital. Recovery is going very well. This
Thursday marks 4 weeks and I have an appointment
with the surgeon this week. He will probably release
me to normal activity. Gloria and I thank the
congregation at Peace.

Regards, Bill Cundiff

Christmas is the Promise, and Easter is
the Proof.
~Anonymous

March 14" will be Girl Scout Sunday. All Girl
Scouts, parents, families and leaders are urged to
be present. Wear your Girl Scout uniforms!

Youth Group Sub Sale

The Youth Group will be conducting
a sub sale on Sunday, March 28"

METHODIST Funds raised will help pay for

um Youth Group activities. Please see

feiswsiy/  a Youth Group member for an order
form.

TALENT/NO TALENT SHOW

Do you have a special talent? Do you think you have a
special talent but your family and friends are not so
sure? Well, we need you on Saturday, March 6. Peace
is holding its Annual Talent/No Talent Show in
conjunction with the Chili Cook-Off. There is a signup
sheet in the Narthex if you would like to perform. Your
talents can include: acting, singing, playing an
instrument, comedy routine, poems, etc., anything.

So, everyone come on out and enjoy a fun evening of
entertainment and socialization and eating. There will
be something for everyone.

UMW Spud Sunday

The UMW Spud Sunday is March 14", Good times and
baked potatoes withl all your favorite fixings toppings
will be available. See you there!

2010 Annual Conference information

Information about the 2010 Annual Conference, to be
held in Norfolk's S.C.O.P.E. on June 13 — 16, is now
available on the conference Web site at
http://www.vaumc.org The theme for this year’s Annual
Conference session is "Leading by Following Jesus.
Disciples: Nurtured and Transformed." Delegates from
our church include Pastor Erickson, and as delegates at
large elected from the district, Ennis Parrish and Patty
Erickson. We are looking for an additional lay delegate.
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UMW News

The United Methodist Women met on
Wednesday, February 24™ at 7:00 p.m.
Tina Stevenson led a demonstration
making flowers and leaf cake
decorations. These will be used to
decorate the Easter Eggs that the UMW
will be selling to raise money for
missions.

We will be making the candy eggs at the church on the
following dates, and anyone who would like to help is
welcome:

Thursday, March 4 - 9:00 a.m.
Friday, March 5 - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 6 - 9:00 a.m.

Even though we did not have a meeting in February,
the Thurman Brisben Homeless Shelter could still use
our help with the following items: Laundry detergent,
Clorox, Pinesol, paper products (napkins, plates,
bowls), 39 gallon trash bags, Kool-aid and Ice Tea mix,
umbrellas, shower shoes for adults, and latex gloves
(Medium). Please leave any of these items that you can
donate in the box in the Narthex.

The next UMW meeting will be Wednesday, March
10th at 7:00 pm in Room 4, with a board meeting
preceding it at 6:30. All women of the church are
welcome! Our mission contribution for the night will
be items for Easter Bags to be given out to Children of
Food Pantry Recipients. (Our goal is to provide at least
24 bags.) We could still use individuals to bring:
stickers, crackers & cheese packets, individually
wrapped Easter candy, 12 small coloring books, and 12
small crayon boxes.

At the meeting we will be discussing Spud Sunday,
which is March 14th. We still need individuals to sign
up to bring Sour Cream (16 oz), Cheez Whiz, Chili,
Chopped Ham, Chopped Broccoli, Chopped Green
Onions, Chopped Pecans, and desserts.

If you would like to join us, or can help in any way,
please contact Tammy Schoenhardt

BIG thank you to everyone for their continuous Mission
giving!

Drama Cell Group

The Drama Cell Group meets
at the home of Donna and
Larry Turner. If you are
interested in joining the Drama
Cell Group, please contact the
Ao Turners. We are also looking
for someone who is willing to video the dramatizations.

Mystery Dinner Theater

“Murder, Mayham & Marshmallow
Salad”

The Drama Cell Group will present a church dinner
unlike any you’ve ever seen! Mark your calendar for
the Mystery Dinner Theater in Burgess Hall, Saturday,
May 8"

Spring Cleaning

The UMM would like to ask adults, youth and children
of the church to come out on Saturday morning, March
27" to clean-up the outside chapel (in the woods) and
around the church proper to spruce up for Easter.

Mulch Sale Coming

Get ready to support Troop 21 with their 11th Annual
mulch sale. Last year our guys delivered about 7200
bags of mulch. Delivery will be Saturday April 17
between 8:00 a.m. and about 5:00 p.m. Order form
fliers will go out soon. Extra copies will be at the
church. Please save your mulch ordering for Troop 21.
This is the major fund raiser for our Scouts.

Pass The Peace

Our church website has a new look. Go surf around it!
Thanks Ennis for updating the page EVERY day!

|
Peace Talks 5



UMCOR Haiti Relief

Through individual gifts, special offerings and
innovative fundraising activities, United Methodists
have donated $11 million for Haiti through United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), according
to Melissa Hinnen, UMCOR director of
communications. In addition, the UMCOR Sager Brown
Depot distribution center in Baldwin, La., has received
350,000 health kits. Peace UMC members have made
designated special gifts for UMCOR's Haiti Relief of
over $5,000 and have assembled dozens of health kits.

ASP Dessert Auction

After the blizzards we had the
rescheduled ASP Dessert
Auction. $2,800 was raised to
send youth teams to rehab homes
in Appalachia. If you missed the
auction, you can still write a
check to the church, marking it in the notations line"
ASP Auction" and put it in the offering. Thanks to all
the cooks and the bidders. NOW we can start those
Lenten diets.

Leadership Lunch

Every last Friday of the month we have a church lunch
at Old Country Buffet. We've informally called it
"Leader's Lunch," and we talk about the ministries of
Peace UMC, and how we can continue to grow more
fruitful as a church. Any member is invited. Our next
lunch is March 26th.

DON'T
FORGET—
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
COMES
EARLY THIS
YEAR!

TURN YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD ON
SUNDAY, MARCH 14!

Fourth Friday Family Fellowship
March 26th

There are a lot of things that you could choose to do on
a Friday night. Why not spend it with family? Bring
your family to join the Peace family for dinner and
wholesome activities. This is a great time to unwind
from a busy week and get your family off to a great start
for a fantastic weekend!

Stories of Spring

Since it was the Easter season, a soldier requested
permission to attend church services on Palm Sunday.
The troops were in the field at the time, so the
commanding officer agreed only if there happened to be
a church in the vicinity of their maneuvers. When a
small country church was seen along the road, the
soldier entered quietly, hoping to be unnoticed in spite
of her leaf-and-branch camouflage. But all eyes turned
upon her as a small child cried in amazement, "Look,
somebody came as a palm branch!"
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March 1

March 2

March 4

March 5

March 8

March 9

March 10

March 12

Berit Behnke

Aaron Lowery

Alicia Haugh

Mary Cooper

Matt Johnson

Chad Price Jr.

Elise Westbrook Payne

Alice Loprete

Stephanie Brooks

\

March Birthdays at Peace

March 13

March 17

March 23

March 24

March 25

March 28

March 31

William Forster

Nick Finamore /
Carla Coppage \
Logan Luketic

Jessica Price

Joanne Westbrook

Raymond Duncan

Haylee Coppage

Jacob Haugh

Mary Ann Lowery

Brandy Marcum

Peace Talks 7



March Events

Deadline for the February
Mar. 6 Chili Cook-off & Talent/No Talent Newsletter is Monday,

Mar. 14 Girl Scout Sunday ]Zggﬁﬁéé aiie; ]tBhoeard

Meeting.

UMW Spud Sunday
Mar. 26  4th Friday Family Fellowship

Mar. 27  Church Clean-up for Easter Please S‘meiit. arti’clle;s on
Mar.28  Palm Sunday time to the editor’s box in

the church library or to
Youth Group Sub Sale newsletter@passthepeace.org

o L L L L L L L

Pgace United Methodist Church

12
1= 801 Maple Grove Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22407
Telephone (540) 786-8585
http://www.passthepeace.org/

Time Dated Material--PLEASE EXPEDITE January 2010
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